Women'’s Giving Circle — Frequently Asked
Questions

What is the Women'’s Giving Circle?

The Women’s Giving Circle is a collective of women who come together to create positive
change in their community through shared giving, connection, and collaboration.

By pooling donations, skills, experience, and networks, members can make a greater impact
than they could individually.

Why join a Giving Circle instead of donating on my own?

Giving collectively means your contribution becomes part of something bigger. By pooling funds,
members can support larger, more meaningful projects and create greater local impact than
most individuals could achieve alone.

A Giving Circle is also about connection and shared purpose — bringing women together to
learn from one another, exchange ideas and experiences, and be part of positive change in the
community. Many members value not only the impact of their giving, but also the relationships,
inspiration and sense of belonging that grows through the Circle.

What difference does collective giving make?

Collective giving combines the resources, knowledge, and networks of many individuals. This
creates a stronger voice, larger funding pool, and greater ability to support transformative
community initiatives and advocate for community need.

What is the purpose of the Giving Circle?

The Giving Circle aims to support initiatives that strengthen the community, with a particular
focus on women and young people.

Alongside fundraising/philanthropy, the Circle also creates opportunities for:

e Social connection



e Sharing skills and experience
e Mentoring and leadership
e Building community resilience

Who can join the Women’s Giving Circle?

Any woman connected to the local community who shares a passion for making a difference is
welcome to join. The Circle embraces women from diverse backgrounds, ages, and
experiences.

Why is the Giving Circle for women only?

Women’s Giving Circles create a space for women to come together, build connections, share
experiences and collectively create local impact.

While membership is open to women only, men are warmly welcome to support the initiative
through donations to the fund, sponsoring membership for a woman in their lives and/or by
encouraging the work of the Circle in the community.

What are the benefits of becoming a member?
Members can:

Help create meaningful local impact

Participate in funding decisions

Connect with like-minded women

Attend events and networking opportunities

Learn about local community issues and solutions

Be part of a collaborative and empowering movement

How does the Giving Circle work?

Members make regular financial contributions and participate in the collective decision-making
process.

Together, members help determine funding priorities, review projects, and recommend grants
that align with the Circle’s purpose.



How much do | need to contribute?

Members commit to a set minimum annual contribution, which can be made annually, monthly,
or weekly.

Members are welcome to contribute beyond the minimum amount if they wish.

Where does my donation go?
The Giving Circle follows a sustainable giving model:

e 45% is granted annually to support local community projects
e 45% is invested in a perpetual fund to build long-term community impact
e 10% supports administration and fund management

This approach balances immediate community needs with future generations’ needs.

Why does part of my contribution go towards administration?

Some administration costs are necessary to keep the Giving Circle sustainable and running
smoothly.

This includes but is not limited to, event coordination, communication with members, community
outreach, and basic operational costs such as printing and catering.

Are donations tax deductible?

Yes. Donations are tax deductible through Mumbulla Community Foundation’s Deductible Gift
Recipient (DGR) status.

What types of projects are supported?

Members decide together what projects and initiatives to support based on local needs and
what matters most to the Circle.



At this time, the Bega Valley Women'’s Giving Circle has decided to support projects that
improve outcomes for women and young people while remaining open to initiatives that benefit
the broader community.

Funding may support both grassroots groups and larger organisations and aligns with Mumbulla
Community Foundation’s purpose of strengthening wellbeing, resilience, sustainability and
social cohesion in the Bega Valley.

Do members have a say in how funds are distributed?
Yes. One of the key benefits of membership is having a voice in the funding process.

Members can participate in discussions, attend meetings, share knowledge about local needs,
and contribute to grant recommendations and voting.

How are funding decisions made?
Funding priorities and grant recommendations are determined collectively by members.

The Giving Circle creates opportunities for members to hear from community organisations,
learn about local issues, and participate in discussions before decisions are made.

How will grants be distributed?
Generally:

e Local organisations and projects apply for funding
e A member assessment panel shortlists projects
e Members vote on how funds are distributed

e Grants are announced at a community celebration event

What is the Grant Giving & Storytelling Night?

This special annual event brings members and community together to celebrate collective
giving.

Successful applicants share their stories and project ideas, giving members the opportunity to
see the impact their contributions are helping create.



What events does the Giving Circle offer?
The Giving Circle hosts a range of events throughout the year, including:

Member gatherings
Networking opportunities
Guest speaker events
Coffee catch-ups

Learning sessions

Grant presentation evenings

Do | need philanthropic or grant-making experience?
No. The Giving Circle welcomes women from all backgrounds.

Members bring different experiences, perspectives, and skills, and everyone has something
valuable to contribute.

How much involvement is expected?
Members can participate as much or as little as they wish.

Beyond contributing financially, there is no expectation to volunteer your time. Whether you
attend one event a year or take on a more active role, every level of involvement matters and is
valued.

Can | be involved if | cannot attend every event?
Absolutely. Members can participate at a level that suits their availability.

Whether you attend every event or simply contribute financially, your involvement helps
strengthen the Circle’s impact.

How is the Giving Circle governed?



The Giving Circle operates under Mumbulla Community Foundation (MCF), which has
supported the Bega Valley for over 25 years.

This structure provides:

e Governance and accountability

e Tax deductible receipts

e Administration and operational support
e Community networks and experience

With these foundations in place, the Giving Circle can focus on strengthening connections and
creating local impact.

How do | join?

Joining is easy. Simply complete the membership or donation process through the Women'’s
Giving Circle website page and choose a contribution level that works for you.
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